[Cutaneous epithelioid granulomas caused by subcutaneous infusion of leuprorelin acetate: a case report].
A 73-year-old man presented with an ulcer and a subcutaneous nodule where he was receiving leuprorelin acetate injections to treat his prostatic carcinoma. Pathological findings of a skin biopsy showed many epithelioid granulomas with multinuclear giant cells, which contained small vacuoles. Recently, these lesions have been suggested to be caused by a type IV allergic response to the copolymer of lactic and glycolic acids used as a vehicle for drug administration. When urologists treat a prostatic adenocarcinoma with subcutaneous infusion of leuprorelin acetate, they should be aware of this potential side effect of the drug because the resulting granulomar formation may interfere with the effect of the drug. If patients suffer from subcutaneous nodules, urologists should consider changing the drug to an other type of luteinizing hormone-releasing hormone analogues such as goserelin acetate. This reaction to leuprorelin acetate has been reported in only seven cases including our case.